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PICTURE POSTCARDS 
AND PAINTINGS

The collection of historical picture postcards dating from 
the 19th century onwards includes about 150 000 items. 
Organised by country, and within Germany by federal 
states and districts, the documents relating to Leipzig 
and Saxony are particularly extensive. Consequently, the 
picture postcard collection is an attractive resource for 
local and regional studies.

The IfL possesses about one thousand oil paintings, 
gouaches and watercolours created by the landscape 
painter Ernst Vollbehr (1876–1960). The scenes por-
trayed in his pictures range from his native north Germa-
ny to the African colonies of the German empire and the 
Dutch possessions in South East Asia.
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All Leipzig postcards and 
Vollbehr paintings are 
searchable in the electronic 
catalogue of the Institute‘s 
library.
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PROFILE RECORDS PHOTOGRAPHS

Comprising about 200 records from geographers, ex-
plorers and institutions, the Archive for Geography of the 
Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography is the largest of its 
kind in German-speaking countries. All records are indexed 
in reference catalogues. They are accessible both via the IfL 
website and the national Kalliope network. 
 
The picture collections include historical photographs, 
postcards and works by the landscape painter Ernst Voll-
behr. Many images are already part of the digital collec-
tions and are also available in the German Digital Library.

The archive provides ideal conditions for research on the 
history of geography and on the history of science in gener-
al, including its colonial past.

The written archival material primarily consist of re-
cords from geographers and explorers of the 19th and 20th 
century. The collection includes original documents such 
as correspondence, diaries, manuscripts, sketches, and 
itineraries. The following are the most notable records: 

• Alphons Stübel (1835–1904) and Wilhelm Reiß (1838–
1908), including autographs, drawings and sketches 
from their joint journey to South America 

•  Erich von Drygalski (1865–1949), including the doc-
uments of the first German south polar expedition 
(1901–1903)

•  Hans Meyer (1858–1929), colonial geographer and the 
first man to climb Mount Kilimanjaro

•  Friedrich Ratzel (1844–1904), the “founding father” of 
Human and Political Geography 

Most of the 130 000 historical photographs from around 
the world are connectect to the written sources. Particu-
larly extensive are the portfolios relating to Europe, but 
also Africa, South America and the polar regions. The 
collection is supplemented by original photos of expedi-
tions through Asia or of early tourist tours throughout the 
world. Examples of significant portfolios of pictures are:

• Alphons Stübel Collection: Photos from South America, 
mainly dating from the 1870s

•  Photos from the German colonies in Africa, above all 
German East Africa 

•  Photos from South East Asia by Wilhelm Volz and 
other researchers dating from the early 20th century 

•  Photos from the first German south polar expedition, 
1901–1903

•  Aerial photos taken by the balloonists Ernst Wan-
dersleb and August Riedinger dating from the period 
immediately before the First World War

The Archive for Geography has also established itself as a 
central repository of records from national and interna-
tional professional associations of geography. Particularly 
noteworthy is the archive of the International Geographical 
Union (IGU), taken over from Rome in 2013.
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