
 

 

 

 

 

 

IfL Research Workshop #8 
 

 Spatially related research practice in challenging 
environments: Authoritarianism, conflicts and war 

22 - 24 March 2023 

Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography 
 

Next to the growing presence of reactionary and right-wing movements, lingering ethnical 

conflicts and the pandemic, the war in Ukraine and its repercussions are affecting everyday life 

and social developments in Central and Eastern Europe and beyond. Throughout the world, the 

effects of authoritarian and reactionary tendencies as well as consequences of crises and conflicts 

can be felt more strongly recently, contesting our research in many ways. Urged by this current 

situation, questions increase on how we react to such conditions in our research practice. The IfL 

research workshop wants to address and deepen these debates, and create a forum of the 

exchange of experiences and knowledge on field research under conditions of authoritarianism, 

conflicts, and war, by integrating focused inputs, open discussion formats, and diverse examples 

from various geographical research fields. Among others we will debate questions about the 

research practice, ethics considering vulnerabilities and sensibilities, evolving moral dilemmas, 

and technical questions. 

 

With the IfL research workshop #8, we want to explore these questions. We will open the event 

with a lunch-time online panel debate on Wednesday, 22 March. Two researchers with different 

geographic, thematic and disciplinary backgrounds will discuss major challenges of research in 

conflictual contexts in light of their own experiences. Later on Wednesday, an EEGA Science 

lounge will invite all interested people to join a debate on matters of positionality between 

journalism and research on such sensitive matters as the war in Ukraine. Two intensive Workshop 

days will follow, with feedback on individual paper presentations of the participants, stories on 

various field work experiences under authoritarianism, conflicts, and war, a world café to discuss 

further and a research guide to be questioned. 

 

Practical information: 

Please feel free to visit (registration needed, see next page) 

• the panel debate on Wednesday 12 pm – online. 

• EEGA Science lounge on Wednesday 5-7 pm – in presence at Café Madrid, Leipzig. 
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Agenda Wednesday, 22 March 2023 
 

12:00 -13:00 // Panel debate (online):  

Research in contexts of authoritarianism and conflict: walking the 

line between aims and challenges 

Speakers: Katharina Lange, Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO), Berlin, Germany; Yuliia Soroka, 

Kharkiv National University, Kharkiv, Ukraine 

Yuliia Soroka is a professor in the department of sociology at the V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National 

University (Ukraine) and a senior researcher at the Department of Geoscience and the Human 

geography group at the University of Fribourg (Switzerland). Her research areas include the 

sociology of culture, cultural mechanisms of power, and the social perception of the Other. Yuliia 

Soroka's previous work addressed the processes in the symbolic space of Ukrainian society 

within a socio-cultural approach in a broad empirical field. 

Katharina Lange studied ethnology, history and Islamic studies in Tübingen, Portland/Oregon 

(USA) and Leipzig. In 2002, she received her PhD from the University of Leipzig with a thesis on 

indigenization tendencies in Arabic ethnology. Currently she is head of the research unit 

Environment and Justice: Debates, Practices and Knowledge Production and of the project 

Normality and Crisis – Memories of Everyday Life in Syria and a New Start in Germany at the 

Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO) in Berlin. 

Please register for this online event per email to forschungswerkstatt@leibniz-ifl.de. 

 

17:00 -19:00 // EEGA Science Lounge 

The war on Ukraine in the media and public sphere 
What is expected of science? What can it provide? 

As part of the IfL Research Workshop 2023, the EEGA Science Lounge on 22 March 
explores the question „The war on Ukraine in the media and public sphere – What is expected of 
science? What can it provide?“. In the moderated discussion in an informal atmosphere, 
prominent guests from science and the media will discuss with the participants of the research 
workshop and the interested public. Following on from the theme of the workshop, research in 
and about challenging environments – as conflicts, wars and authoritarianism – , questions of 
responsibility, accountability, the power of language and the violence of representation will be 
discussed. 

What can and should one do as a researcher? What are the strengths of scientific discourse and 
the challenges of representation in the media? How do we make contact and how do we 
successfully communicate? Last but not least: what do people expect from information about 
wars and crises? These are some of the questions that the discussants will critically explore. 

The Science Lounge starts at 17:00 in Leipzig’s city centre, at Café Madrid. After the 
discussion with the guests, the event will move into informal exchange. Guests are very welcome 
to join us for a drink of their choice. 
The event is organised by the Leibniz ScienceCampus "Eastern Europe – Global Area", a network 
of nine universities and research institutes in Central Germany, and is funded by the Leibniz 
Association. 

Please register by 17 March 2023 at leibniz-eega@leibniz-ifl.de.  

mailto:forschungswerkstatt@leibniz-ifl.de
https://www.leibniz-eega.de/
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Agenda Thursday, 23 March 2023 

09:15   // arrival and coffee 

09:30   // Intro and warm up: Kristine Beurskens, Tim Leibert and Carla Sure (IfL) 

10:00   //  Storytelling- experiences and strategies in the field - Speakers: Bettina Bruns, 

 Sofia Gavrilova, Nadir Kinossian, Lela Rekhviashvili, chaired by Kristine Beurskens, Tim 

 Leibert (IfL) 

In short inputs and anecdotes, colleagues from the IfL will present some of their own 

field research experiences in authoritarian and conflictual contexts. This is intended 

as an introduction to the topic and to give impulses for discussions throughout the 

workshop. 

10:45   // short break 

11:00   //  Panel 1: Research in the context of conflict and governmental repression   

hosted by Nadir Kinossian and Tim Leibert (IfL), discussant: Lela Rekhviashvili (IfL) 

1. Mega-infrastructure projects – engaging with the giant – (im)possible? - Lara 

Lundsgaard-Hansen and Norman Kearney (University of Bern) 

2. Greenwashing the ‘Revolution’: Academic extractivism, scholarly 
discourse and Cuba’s positioning in contemporary eco-social discourses 
- Louis Thiemann (International Institute of Social Studies, The Hague) 

3. Studying Up the Invisible State Violence in Kurdish-Dominated Geographies in 

Turkey - Öcal Devran Koray (University of Bern) 

12:30   //  lunch break 

13:30   //  Panel 2: Research approaches and ethics under authoritarian  

conditions - Chair: Sofia Gavrilova and Francis Harvey (IfL), discussant: Daniela Zupan 

(University of Weimar) 

1. The destruction of the National Theater in Tirana as a negotiation 
process of belonging and identity - Arnisa Halili (University of Weimar) 

2. Fieldwork under Conditions of Authoritarian, Pandemic and Hybrid 
Approach - Gvantsa Gverdtsiteli (Roskilde University, Denmark) 

3. Research in a Furnace: Reflective Collaborations within Everyday 
Activist Geographies under Authoritarianism - Birtan Tonbul (Friedrich-
Schiller University Jena) 

15:00   //  short break 

15:30   //  Panel 3: Reflections on research design and positionality in sensitive 

 contexts - Chair: Bettina Bruns and Serhii Svynarets (IfL), discussant: Sabine von Löwis  

 (Centre for East European and International Studies – ZOiS) 

1. Researching the impact of war on Ukrainian population. Ethical, 
methodological and epistemological considerations- Valeria Lazarenko 
(Leibniz Institute for Spatial Social Research - IRS) 

2. Is The War in Ukraine also Challenging for Comparative Cultural Studies? 
On the Increasing Intricacy of Comparison between the Donbas and 
Upper Silesia (since 2014) - Alina Strzempa (University of Regensburg) 

16:30   //  End, Informal get-together 19:00 at Moritzbastei 
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Agenda Friday, 24 March 2023 
 

09:15    // arrival and coffee 

09:30   //  Storytelling Part 2: experiences and strategies in the field - Speakers: Sabine von 

 Löwis (ZOiS), Daniela Zupan (University of Weimar), chaired by Kristine Beurskens,  

 Tim Leibert (IfL)  

Invited participants will give insights into their own research experiences in 

authoritarian or conflictual contexts. This part serves as a further input for 

discussions as well as a transition to the world café tables.  

10:00   //  short break 

10:10   // Short introduction of the world café tables 

T1: Safety and stability of the involved - Bettina Bruns (IfL), Sabine von Löwis (ZOiS) 

T2: Ethics - positionality, legitimation, moral aspects - Francis Harvey, Lela 

Rekhviashvili (IfL)  

T3: Research practice regarding competences/logics in authoritarian contexts - 

Nadir Kinossian (IfL), Daniela Zupan (University of Weimar)  

T4: how to do research in conflict zones - Sofia Gavrilova, Serhii Svynarets (IfL)  

10:30 - 10:50  // world café round 1 

10:55 - 11:15  // world café round 2 

11:20 - 11:40  // world café round 3 

11:45 - 12:05  // world café round 4 

12:05   //  lunch break 

12:45   //  Joint reflection session on insights from the IfL-workshop against the backdrop 

 of a guide for fair and conflict-sensitive research - Presented by Sara Frey and  

 Lara Lundsgaard-Hansen (University of Bern) 

We will have developed many insights through the IfL-Workshop. In our session, we 
will jointly reflect on these insights using a guide, we have developed. The title of the 
guide is “Striving for Fair and Conflict-Sensitive Research: frameworks, approaches 
and tools”. Its focus is on research for sustainable development in North-South 
collaboration in general. Reflections on research in conflict affected regions and 
authoritarian states are an important element thereof. In the session, we would like to 
bring together insights from the workshop with insights from the guide.  

13:35   //  short break 

13:45   //  Closing discussion and outlook 

Brainstorming and summarising: what are new findings, what is important now?  

14:15   //  End and Good-Bye 
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Contact us: 

Kristine Beurskens, Tim Leibert, Carla Sure:  
forschungswerkstatt@leibniz-ifl.de 

 

Location: 

Zoom-Link:  
For the Panel Debate(Online) on Wednesday, 22 March 2023: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82151058806?pwd=aDlBZXZJRjN6UzVLaFJIblZ0NXozZz09  

For the Online Participation of the Workshop on Thursday, 23 March 2023: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86730716992?pwd=ZmxPdEN0T1dtVGcwUzdYWWNkUTJKZz09  

EEGA Science Lounge on Wednesday, 22 March 2023:  
Café Madrid  
Klostergasse 3-5  
04109 Leipzig  
 
Leibniz-Institut für Länderkunde:  
Schongauerstraße 9  
04328 Leipzig, Germany  
Tel.: +49 341 600 55-0, Fax: -198  
3.OG, Room 317  
 
Staatsbetrieb Sächsisches Immobilien- und Baumanagement (SIB)  
Schongauerstraße 7  
04328 Leipzig, Germany  
4. OG, Room 401 

Informal get-together 
Moritzbastei 
Universitätsstraße 9 
04109 Leipzig 
 

 
 
Stops: Main station: RB110, RE50, Wilhelm-Leuschner-Platz: 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14; S-Bahn 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 5X or 6) or Neues Rathaus (Tram line 2, 8, 9 or 14) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86730716992?pwd=ZmxPdEN0T1dtVGcwUzdYWWNkUTJKZz09

